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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, May 18, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and by video 

conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Trustee David Squirrell 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 

  Absent:    

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.   She asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment and 

keep in mind all those who have suffered through this health and economic crisis.  We keep 

those families in mind that have lost people who they love, and we hope that we will be able 

to bring our community back in healing in the extremely near future.  We also keep in mind 

all those who have been separate, but together, in this great time of crisis.  It is 

tremendous to be a part of this beautiful and extraordinary community. 

6:35 Interview- Robin Buco- CSCTF  

6:45 Interview- Andrew Weidman- CSCTF  

6:50 Interview- Edward Campbell- CSCTF  

 

7:00 pm Regular Meeting  

Public Hearing Amendment to Chapter 66- Flood Damage Prevention  

Mayor Picinich began by saying that we received a change in our flood maps from 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  These changes were presented at our 

last meeting and would require a change in the local law.  This hearing is to allow the public 
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to comment.  If you would like to make a comment, you can call (914) 420-0383 or you can 

comment through Facebook Live.  While we give people the opportunity to submit or call 

with a comment we will proceed with our agenda. 

 

Derek Anderson- Chief Executive Officer, Northwell Hospital 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that we are being joined by Derek Anderson, Chief 

Executive Officer of Northwell Hospital, to have a conversation about what is going on at the 

hospital.  They have been extraordinary partners during this health crisis; truly stepping up 

in every way.  Our most recent partnership is with antibody testing that is being done for all 

of our first responders and essential workers.   

Mr. Anderson began by thanking the Mayor and the Board for allowing him to 

address the community.  He started by mentioning that the numbers continue to look good 

from a Covid standpoint.  Where we were at peak of about ninety-five (95) patients at any 

one given time approximately six (6) weeks ago that number has dropped down into the 

teens.  In the past couple of weeks we have been at approximately sixteen (16) to 

seventeen (17) patients; admissions have dropped to a point where many parts of the 

hospital are back to normal operations and fully disinfected through partnership with some 

vendors.  As Governor Cuomo announced, elective procedures and ambulatory surgeries are 

permitted.  There are many backlogged procedures that would need to be cleared prior to 

any truly elective surgeries.  Any surgeries performed during this time have been truly 

emergency cases, life threatening cases.  On April 27th we opened two (2) additional rooms 

to catch up on cancer-based surgeries so that we were not delaying care and our 

community got the care that they needed.  This is now the next step.  A lot of planning has 

gone into infection prevention and announcing that it is safe to come into the hospital.  

Upon arrival they are checking temperatures with a monitor using a thermal camera.  Every 

patient is masked, a lot of sanitizer is located throughout the hospital.  He has been 

questioned on why staff in certain areas are not wearing gloves and he wanted to assure 

everyone that they are practicing extreme hand washing protocols throughout the day.  The 

need for gloves is really needed when you are working directly with patients and need that 

barrier.  In addition, all patients coming in for surgery will be tested for Covid within forty-

eight (48) to seventy-two (72) hours prior.  They have done this with mothers coming in to 

deliver and he noted that they have delivered 350 newborns during the pandemic.  The next 

update he wanted to give is serology (antibody) testing.  Northern Westchester Hospital 

wanted to help the Village in reopening with testing.  They have tested 340 frontline 

responders and have 600 registered for this testing.  That number continues to grow.  He 

ended with gratitude on behalf of the hospital.  They could not have asked for a more 

supportive community in every possible way from the signs, to the fire parade, food and 

letters of support.  Our community did the right thing despite how hard that may have 

been.  He mentioned that they have discharged more than 300 Covid positive patients and 

that work could not have been done without the support of Mayor Picinich and the support 

of the community.   

Deputy Mayor Farber asked if the field hospital is still needed or if it can be 

dismantled.  Mr. Anderson replied that the plan is to dissemble it during the first week in 

June, but have it ready to go back up and running in six (6) days if needed.  We are keeping 

up with all the systems globally.  We are also keeping other scenarios in mind just in case.   

Mayor Picinich reminded residents that it is important to stay home, but it is also 

important to take care of your health.   

 

1) Communications: -- None. 
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2) Petitions: -- None.  

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: -- None.  

4) Village Manager’s Reports:   

a. Water Report  

Mr. Brancati began by saying that the water production for the month was a little 

more than 25,000,000 gallons for a daily average of just under 840,000 gallons a day which 

is down from our March average.  We have seen a significant drop in usage.  Byram Lake 

was at 100% capacity both at the beginning and end of the month and is to be expected 

with the reduced usage.  The Leonard Park wells are off, but we had to turn them on for 

some testing and sampling.  With everything that is going on we were expecting the water 

consumption in our residential areas to increase through the quarantine and isolation, and 

while that is occurring, that increase is not as great as the reduction in usage from the 

businesses that are closed or operating at reduced capacity.  

b. Moody’s Report  

Mr. Brancati wanted to share the annual comment of its credit rating issued by 

Moody’s on May 8, 2020.   They conducted their review during the pandemic, but the Village 

is still in a good credit position and our rating reflects our manageable debt burden, our 

mid-range pension liability, and the fact that a number of our factors have improved during 

the last five (5) years.  It is nice to be reaffirmed.   

Trustee Grunthal pointed out that if a Village our size could receive a higher score, we 

would have, based on the numbers and comments in the report.  He stated we are in 

incredibly good standing and was pleased to read it.  

c. Census 2020 Reminder  

Mr. Brancati reminded everyone that the 2020 Census needs to be filled out.  He 

thanked the 61% of the Village that have responded, but reminded residents that this will 

determine Federal funding for Mount Kisco for the next ten (10) years and it is important to 

make sure that everyone is counted.  

d. Surplus Auction results  

Mr. Brancati advised the Board that they had approved to surplus some items and 

these were the results of those sales.  We received $144,700 for these items which is 

slightly less than the total shown below because one of the items ended up being sold to a 

lower bidder when the winning bidder and next highest bidder decided not to purchase the 

vehicle.  
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5) Board Reports:  

 Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that the Trails Task Force met again on May 

5th to discuss the major goal of keeping the trails and the Village’s green space cleaner and 

safer.  In the last few weeks, we have been able to open the Early Settlement Trail and add 

more garbage cans and have ordered some more for other areas of the Village.  The County 

Police were asked to monitor the area a little more although questions came up about 

citations issued.  Currently there is a fine, although the Task force would prefer to assign 

community service hours to help clean up the trail in lieu of a fine.  She asked the Village 

Manager and Village Attorney to speak to the insurance carrier on costs for a community 

service program.  The Trail team also asked for plans for the new sewer lines to make sure 

the new trails would not be in the way of the new lines.  Deputy Mayor Farber continued to 

say that Memorial Day is just around the corner and in Mount Kisco we always celebrate on 

the true Memorial Day which will be Saturday May 30th.  Traditionally, we have always held 

a parade, but with the current pandemic that has been put on hold.  This year will be 

observed by the Color Guard march from the American Legion to the Veterans Memorial.  All 

members will march six (6) feet apart and are required to wear face coverings.  The 

Commander of the Post will give a speech followed by special words from Mayor Picinich.  

There will also be a gunfire salute.  In case of rain the ceremony will be held in the 

American Legion.  This year the ceremony will be filmed and streamed live on Facebook.  

She thanked all the members of the committee for their work on this.  She hoped that next 

year the celebration can go back to normal and celebrate the real reason, to honor those 

who have given their lives so we can be free.  She reminded residents that this event is not 

for the general public which is why we are making it easier to tune in from home.  She also 
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reminded residents that with things starting to open to continue to practice safety 

measures.   

 Trustee Schleimer began by thanking the Mayor and DPW for reinstating the bulk 

pick-ups for this season.   People stuck at home have been busy cleaning up and this is a 

welcomed addition back into our routine and she is grateful for it.  She also wanted to thank 

everyone for taking Covid-19 so seriously.  She continued to say that she has seen people 

wearing their masks, maintaining social distancing, and being respectful of other people.  

She has seen neighbors helping neighbors and encouraged those who reached out to others 

via zoom or email or phone calls.  She also praised the email-a-buddy program and 

suggested to all religious organizations to start something similar.  She explained that she 

has enjoyed her buddy’s conversation during this time where a lot of residents are alone.  

Trustee Schleimer continued to say that when you feel that this situation is tough and 

overwhelming to remember that there are people who have lost their jobs and don’t have 

the money to pay their rent or buy food and have other health issues; these are people that 

you can reach out to help in some way.  She implored residents to get out of their comfort 

zones and help where they can.  

 Trustee Squirrell began by saying that he was incredibly happy and thanked the 

Recreation Department for reopening the tennis courts at Leonard Park.  He continued to 

say that they have worked out a system to ensure that Village residents get priority on the 

courts, but he was able to enjoy a game with his son as well as enjoy a walk through the 

park over the weekend.  He recommended that residents go out and take a walk through 

the park, even with social distancing, it is vibrant and wonderful to see.  

 Trustee Grunthal began by saying that the Economic Development Council met for a 

regular meeting and discussed some short term items that might be helpful to some 

merchants and will be making a recommendation on that to the Board soon and possibly 

directly to the Mayor and Village Manager on things that may be done prior to the next 

meeting.  He continued to say that in the long term the Council is looking at how the Village 

can add to its branding with the new developments coming to North and South Moger lots.   

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that Kirby Commons and the development downtown 

continue to move forward.  The venture partnership is doing their due diligence on the 

property which has been a little challenging during this time.  In addition, here at Village 

Hall, with the assistance of the Village Attorney, we are getting the agreement in order. The 

Village Board will be having an executive session to discuss this agreement at length.  She 

wanted the residents to know that the project was moving methodically and carefully.  

Mayor Picinich continued to say that there is an auction currently going on for 105 

Manchester Drive which is a property that was taken over by the Village and has a house 

that needs a lot of love.  The information on that auction can be found on 

www.aarauctions.com and will be live until May 27th.  She continued to say that as far as 

Covid is concerned, as of today, since testing and contact tracing began, a total of 266 

residents have tested positive for Covid-19.  Based on dates there should be thirty-six (36) 

active cases in the Village.  We do not get reports on fatalities or on hospitalizations, but 

have heard through some families that we have lost some dear friends in our Village.  As of 

today, the Mid-Hudson Economic Development Region, of which we are a part, has not been 

given the clearance to open our businesses in the Village.  The outstanding criteria deals 

with hospitalizations and continued reduced deaths.  We are awfully close to meeting those 

goals.  There is also a need to hire 1,000 contact tracers in the region, information on how 

to apply will be on our website.  She continued to report that the Governor has opened 

horseracing Statewide, the racetrack in Watkins Glenn, tennis for singles play, and all 

elective ambulatory services.  She concluded by reminding residents to continue to practice 

social distance and listed locations, hours, and times of testing sites within the Village.   

http://www.aarauctions.com/
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Since no public comments had been received via phone or Facebook Live at this time 

regarding the proposed amendment to Chapter 66 of the Village Code regarding flood maps, 

a motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to 

close the public hearing, but leave it open for written comment from the public for ten (10) 

days: all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 Trustee Schleimer noted that what these maps are doing is reducing the number of 

properties that would need flood insurance. This is a true benefit for these property owners.    

 

6) Old Business:  

a. Solar Lease- 40 Green Street 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that how we last left this was that Trustee Squirrell 

and Trustee Schleimer were going to email their comments to Mr. Singleton.  She continued 

to say that the comments were reviewed and responded to by the Village Attorney and the 

Village Manager.  Mayor Picinich thought that there were three things that stood out while 

reviewing the agreement which were the length of the lease, security that no equipment 

would be left on the roof at the end of the lease, and as Trustee Squirrell mentioned, the full 

description of the improvements that would be made to the roof.  She asked how we can 

resolve these to move forward.  

Trustee Squirrell began by thanking Mr. Brancati and Mr. Singleton for all the work 

that they have done, but that his position on this is that the primary justification of this was 

that rather than the Village spend money on a new roof we would be getting a new roof as a 

result of these solar panels going up.  He wanted an evaluation or to review the engineer’s 

report where it talked about what was needed to compare that to the improvements being 

made.  He suggested to review those plans to try and see the benefit of this or justification 

in the reduced rent.  He also mentioned that this would be a very visible look in the 

downtown area if this goes forward.  It will be on one of the most prominent buildings in the 

Village and is very unsure of many factors at this time.   His other risk is that the electricity 

generated would not be the Village’s, but would instead belong to the lessee.  He wanted to 

review the projections of that energy.  He suggested that they have an executive session to 

answer some of his questions as he is not able to approve this lease at this time. 

Mayor Picinich believes that the questions should be answered in public and continued 

to say that she has reviewed and discussed the lease at length and in detail, so she has a 

comfort level with this lease.  She believes that the repair to the roof is a benefit to the 

Village, but also, we would be generating solar energy which is a good and positive thing 

which offsets so many other things.  She asked that Mr. Brancati and Mr. Singleton discuss 

their views of the benefits of this agreement.  

Mr. Brancati began by saying with respect to the original plan for the roof and useful 

life, the Village was going to remove and replace it at an estimated cost of $360,000.  We 

decided that we would remove that from the original scope of work being done to the 

building along with some other things and this project brought forth the opportunity where 

we could accomplish our goal of a new roof.  He continued to say that the new roof would 
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be a TPO lining which is typical for flat commercial roofs such as the roof of the building at 

40 Green Street, the solar panels are pitched a little as they are getting sun from top and 

reflected from the roof which is the reason they are willing to put in the work to make sure 

they are optimizing the sun and making the system efficient as possible.  The savings is that 

they are putting on this new roof at their expense with a twenty-five (25) year warranty.   

Trustee Squirrell followed up with questions on whether this would address all the 

needs to make our roof whole and would avoid any costs in remedial work to the roof in the 

future.  Mr. Brancati replied that yes, this work would resolve the concerns of the roof of the 

building for the period of the warranty which is twenty-five (25) years.  At that time, we 

may have to look at replacing it, but this is twenty-five (25) years from today.  Mr. Brancati 

also mentioned that the roof has a parapet wall around the edge of the building that is a few 

feet above the roof and the panels would not be visible from street-level.  

Mayor Picinich and Trustee Squirrell began a discussion around a memo that was 

distributed to the Board that discussed the cost analysis of the roof and whether or not that 

answered any of the financial questions as well as some of the structural concerns of the 

work that was being done.  Mr. Brancati also noted that the pricing for the energy was 

based on the numbers on our solar installation on the landfill to generate the rate of rent 

which is $10,000 a year with a 1% annual escalator.  He also noted that the energy 

generated would be sold through the grid, but the rate the Village currently receives is 

already the lowest possible rate through the New York Power Authority.  Generating rent 

with this project would reduce tax impacts and help defray other expenses in the Village 

budget.  

Trustee Squirrell followed up with a question regarding the power being used for the 

charging stations.  Mr. Brancati explained that the solar panels would be generating the 

power for the power stations, but the fees associated with those stations is determined by 

the generator of the power, the Village, and the payment processor that operates the 

network the charging station is connected to, for example a company like ChargePoint, 

which is the network currently used by the Village.  The fee would be comparable to the fee 

found at other charging stations throughout that network as well as a fee for parking in any 

other spot in a Village lot.  

Trustee Schleimer brought up that in the lease agreement it does not state who 

receives the money generated from that and suggested that be clarified in the document.  

Mr. Brancati replied that there is a separate public-private partnership agreement that will 

define and detail that information once a network has been chosen.  Mr. Singleton added 

that the lease states the tenant is the sole owner of the electricity and can finance within 

their rights.  

Mayor Picinich offered clarification that the agreement for the charging stations is a 

separate agreement not before the Board at this time.  This is simply an agreement for the 

roof and solar installation on the roof and the benefit is the rental of the space for the 

improvements on the roof.  

There was discussion on the network and fee schedule and questioning whether that 

should be outlined in this agreement or not.  Trustee Schleimer raised concerns on who the 

responsible party would be and wants assurance that the Village has some insurance should 

something go wrong in the future.   

Mayor Picinich raised the question to the Board on whether they want to lease the 

space on the roof for solar, and if so, what are the terms.  The terms presented at this time 

are that the space is leased with a payment along with a barter for the repair of the roof.  

She also stated that if this is something that the Board would like to do that, she is 
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comfortable leaving it in the hands of the Village Attorney to work out the last parts and 

pieces.  

Trustee Grunthal stated that in the spirit of this project he thinks it is something that 

they should do.  He did have a question on the removal of any trees for this project.   There 

was discussion on the lessee having the right to remove any vegetation that interferes with 

the sunlight and wanting them to identify specifically any trees that would need to come 

down.  Mr. Brancati noted that there were some trees that had been identified as needing 

some trimming, but none are being removed.  Whether this project was happening or not 

these trees would have been trimmed regardless as they are crowding the building.  

Trustee Schleimer noted that she submitted five (5) pages of comments on this lease 

and none of the comments have been negotiated in terms of what the tenant’s response 

would be to them and so she does not believe that they are ready to turn it over to the 

Village Attorney without reviewing the negotiated terms with the tenant.  

Deputy Mayor Farber noted that in the spirit of things she also believes this is a good 

idea.  She did ask if they did not offer this lease would Sustainable Westchester still want to 

be a tenant in the building, is this a term of their current lease.  Mr. Brancati replied that 

one had nothing to do with the other.  He did say that without this work we would be doing 

remedial repairs until we have a better plan for a substantial fix.  

Trustee Squirrell began by saying in the spirit of things he is in favor of this lease and 

believes they are closer than they appear.  He is satisfied of the clarification of the repairs of 

the roof and financial impact and income that it will generate in the future.   

There was some question on eCamion’s financial status.  Mr. Singleton advised they 

are not a fly-by-night company and have been in business for more than a decade; they 

have been vetted and believes they will not be a problem in the future.  

Mayor Picinich began by saying there was a consensus that in spirit this is something 

that they would like to do.  She suggested that Mr. Singleton and Mr. Brancati go back to 

Sustainable Westchester and present what we have discussed and decide whether the Board 

would like to see a final prior to execution of the agreement.  Most of the Board wanted to 

review prior to the execution of the final agreement.   

 

7) New Business:  

a. Tax Settlement- 39 Smith Ave  

Mayor Picinich noted that this settlement was for a reduction in the assessed value of 

$65,145 and would result in a refund of $6,649.  Mr. Singleton stated that he could not 

speak to the negotiations between the Village Assessor and the property owner, but that 

based on what is presented in the Village Assessor’s memo, he thinks it is a fairly modest 

exposure for the Village and that value is commensurate with other values on the street.  

Trustee Grunthal asked if there was a significant vacancy or if this assessment was based 

on full occupancy of the building.  Mr. Singleton stated that it allows for $200/sq. ft. which 

is commensurate with the market right now.   

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell 

to accept the following tax settlement: 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX  

CERTIORARI SETTLEMENT  



Village Board of Trustees Meeting May 18, 2020 9 

 

WHEREAS, petitions have been filed by the property owner below, challenging the 

real property tax assessment on the Village assessment roll with respect to the following 

parcels: 

Property Owner    Tax Designation   Years 

Mt. Kisco Properties LLC  80 .41-1-10   2019-2020 (Village Only) 

 

WHEREAS, petitioner's court challenge is now pending in the Supreme Court, 

Westchester County; and  

WHEREAS, the Village and the property owner have reached a mutually agreeable 

resolution;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Office of the Village Attorney is 

authorized to execute a settlement on behalf of the Village/Town for assessments for no 

less than the following:  

Village Proceedings: 

Assessment Year Original Proposed Settlement  Reduction 

2019   $195,000 $129,855   $65,145 

2020   $130,000 Discontinued 

  

All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

b. Authorize Village Manager to execute the New York State Municipal Workers’ 

Compensation (NYSMWC) Alliance Plan subject to Village Attorney approval.  

i. Resolution to join the NYSMWC Alliance  

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to 

accept the following resolution: 

WHEREAS there has been proposed a "NEW YORK STATE MUNICIPAL WORKERS' 

COMPENSATION ALLIANCE PLAN DOCUMENT" pursuant to Section 50 3-a of the Workers' 

Compensation Law (hereinafter "the Plan"); and  

WHEREAS the the Village/Town of Mount Kisco is eligible for membership in the Plan; 

and  

WHEREAS the Village/Town of Mount Kisco has made an independent investigation of 

the Plan and reviewed the Plan document, and has concluded that it would be in the  

interests of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco to participate therein; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED that the Village/Town of Mount Kisco enter into membership in the Plan 

pursuant to Section 50 Subdivision 3-a of the Workers' Compensation Law; and be it further   
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RESOLVED, that the Village Manager be and hereby is authorized and instructed to execute 

the Plan's charter document on behalf of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the custody of all joint Plan moneys by the Plan Administrator under the 

Plan be and the same hereby is approved.   

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to 

adopt the above resolution by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of Mount 

Kisco at its May 18, 2020 meeting 

 

All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

ii.Resolution Worker’s Compensation - Self Insurance  

  A motion was made by Trustee Squirrell and seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

accept the following resolution: 

RESOLVED, that the Village/Town of Mount Kisco hereby elects, pursuant to 

Subdivision 3-a of Section 50 of the Workers' Compensation Law, to become a selfinsurer 

as to Workers' Compensation claims against this Municipality; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Section 50 Subdivision 3-a of said Workers' 

Compensation Law, notice of such election shall be filed forthwith with the Chairman of the 

Workers' Compensation Board, Self-Insurance Section; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that this election shall become effective on June 1, 2020. 

All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

iii.NYSMWC Alliance Plan Document 

  

c. Resolution: Solar Energy Facilities at 43 Columbus Avenue  

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded Deputy Mayor Farber to 

accept the following resolution: 
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  WHEREAS, the Village is the Owner of the property known as 43 Columbus Avenue in the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco, also known and designated as Tax Lot 80.47-1-1 on the Village Tax 

Map (“the Property”) ; and  

WHEREAS, the Village of Mount Kisco issued a request for proposals (RFP’s) to install 

solar energy panels at the Property; and  

WHEREAS, the Village Board of Trustees conducted a number of public meetings, both in a 

regular meeting format and in work sessions, where it was able to obtain input from its professional 

staff and consultants, and considered alternatives; and  

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has had an opportunity to weigh the pertinent facts, 

circumstances and considerations associated with the use of the Property for such solar panels, and  

WHEREAS, the Village Board has selected Kisco River Solar LLC, a New York State 

limited liability company, to be the developer of a solar panel project on the property and 

accordingly, has entered into a Lease with Kisco River Solar LLC for the purposes of designing, 

constructing, operating, maintaining, repairing, improving and decommissioning and removing a 

photovoltaic electricity generating and energy storage system project on the Property, to generate 

electricity for sale, installation of electric interconnection facilities, and related purposes, and  

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has determined that the installation of the solar energy 

facilities referenced in the Lease constitutes a Type II Action under SEQRA, 6 NYCRR, Part 617, 

§617.5 (c) (14) (i), as the Property encompasses a closed landfill, and  

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has considered whether the Action is subject to the 

requirements on the Village Zoning Code, including with respect to whether it must undergo Village 

Planning Board review and approval, and  

WHEREAS, in so considering, the Board of Trustees has reviewed with the Village 

Attorney whether such prospective use of public land is immune from zoning and has considered the 

pertinent legal authorities with respect thereto, and  

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has applied the “balancing of public interest” test set 

forth by the New York State Court of Appeals for the determination of potential zoning immunity 

with respect to such matters, and  

WHEREAS, in performing said balancing of public interest test, the Board of Trustees has 

considered, in particular, the following facts:  
 

• Consistent with the Village’s green energy policies, resolutions for renewable energy sources, 

establishment of sustainability committees and entry into agreements to secure safe, long-standing 

energy resources, this particular solar project constitutes an implementation of Village policy and 

constitutes the culmination of the Village’s request for proposals to install solar panels at this 

Property in a manner consistent with that policy and as such, constitutes a public benefit.  

 

• Utility service from the green energy provider to whom the property is leased will be available first 

to Village residents who, it is estimated, will be able to avail themselves of all or close to all of the 

available capacity of the solar facilities, thereby resulting in discounted energy costs to Village 

residents, and  

 

• This Lease will benefit Village residents and the public in general by way of reduced air and water 

pollution, reduction of greenhouse gases and hazardous waste, while also mitigating climate change, 

reducing reliance on non-renewal energy sources and lowering energy costs.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it:  
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RESOLVED, that said installation of solar energy facilities at 43 Columbus Avenue, Mount Kisco, 

New York, is hereby determined to be immune and exempt from the application of the Village 

Zoning Code, including Planning Board review and approval. 

 

All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

d. Discussion on deferring Village Taxes  

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to schedule a public hearing on June 1, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. to waive penalties on Village 

taxes due June 30, 2020 for those experiencing demonstrated hardship due to the Covid-19 

Pandemic until August 15, 2020 in accordance with Section 1182 of Real Property Tax Law 

of the State of New York; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

8) Bills - General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 
 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal 

to pay the bills as submitted on May 14, 2020 for the months of April and May 2020 as 

follows:  

General Fund    $ 96,773.46 

Water Fund     $ 75,049.00 

Sewer Fund     $ 40,431.44 

Library Fund    $   6,025.58 

Capital Fund    $110,054.35 

LOSAP Fund    $   3,294.00 

Trust Fund     $   1,875.00 

TOTAL     $ 333,502.83 

 

 

All in favor:  

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
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9) Minutes: -- None 

 

 

10 ) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 914-420-0383 
 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 9:18 pm.  

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

 


